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PREFACE 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

Telephone  : 7241.  East  Boldon, 

County  Durham. 

NE36  OAA. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Boldon  Urban  District 

Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  on  the  health  of  the  Urban  District  and  the 
work  of  the  Health  Department  for  the  year  1971. 

In  preparing  this  report  the  increase  in  content  and  compara- 
tive yearly  totals  shown  in  the  1970  Report  has  been  continued. 

Health  statistics  and  related  information  are  set  out  in  detail 
in  the  body  of  the  report;  there  are,  however,  certain  features 
upon  which  I should  like  to  comment. 

The  population  of  the  Urban  District  rose  during  the  year  by 
730  to  24,120.  The  natural  increase,  i.e.  excess  of  births  over 
deaths  was  115.  The  birth  rate  showed  a decrease  to  14.8  per 
1,000  population  compared  with  15.8  in  1970.  The  standardized 
birth  rate  (i.e.  corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the 
population)  was  13.8  (14.7  in  1970)  compared  with  the  national 
figure  of  16.0. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  showed  an  increase  to  14.0  per  1,000 
live  births  from  11.0  in  1970;  this  is  still  below  the  national  figure 
of  18.0  for  England  and  Wales.  Of  the  5 infant  deaths,  2 were 
caused  by  Congenital  Anomalies,  1 by  endocrine  disease,  1 by  an 
accident  and  the  other  from  a cause  of  perinatal  mortality. 

There  were  242  deaths  in  1971  with  a death  rate  of  10.0  (10.6  in 
1970)  and  the  standardized  death  rate  of  10.9  was  less  than  11.6 
for  England  and  Wales. 

Heart  disease  was  the  most  important  cause  of  death  with  79 
deaths.  The  deaths  from  lung  cancer  were  down  and  I am  glad 
also  to  report  that  Clean  Air  Areas  are  now  well-established  in 
Boldon,  there  being  17  Orders  in  operation  at  the  end  of  1971. 
The  most  common  single  cause  of  death  was  Ischaemic  heart 
disease,  which  accounted  for  37  male  and  35  female  deaths.  This 
is  a slight  increase  on  the  mortality  from  this  disease  from  the 
previous  year. 

Deaths  from  respiratory  diseases  were  less  this  year,  as  w^ere 
those  from  cancer;  and  notifiable  infectious  diseases  were  the 
lowest  for  a decade. 

Cigarette  smoking  has  particularly  been  indicted  as,  and  is 
being  increasingly  realized  to  be,  an  important  preventable 
cause  of  lung  cancer  as  well  as  being  associated  as  a cause  of 
coronary  heart  disease  and  reduced  expectation  of  life.  It.  is 
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regretted  therefore,  that  it  was  not  possible  to  introduce  any 
follow-up  publicity  of  any  significance  during  the  year  in  view  of 
the  County  Council  continuing  the  anti-smoking  campaign 
(initiated  in  1970  in  this  area),  throughout  the  County. 

There  was  a decrease  from  128  to  28  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year;  this  was  mainly 
accounted  for  by  the  decrease  in  Measles  notifications,  with^  7 
cases  compared  with  109  during  the  previous  year.  Further 
references  to  infectious  diseases  will  be  found  in  Section  C of 
the  Report,  where  Table  I shows  the  incidence  of  notifiable 
infectious  diseases  over  ten  years  and  Table  IV  the  incidence  of 
notified  cases  of  Tuberculosis  over  26  years. 

The  heading  of  “Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care”, 
beginning  on  page  16,  covers  a variety  of  subjects  which  include 
Health  Education,  the  ’’Prevention  of  Accidents”  and  a mention 
of  the  assistance  which,  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  I was  able 
to  give  to  family  doctors  in  expediting  admission  of  old-aged 
persons  to  hospital  and  to  geriatric  homes. 

I feel  that  I should  mention  that  as  a result  of  an  approach  by 
several  members  of  the  public  to  the  Chairman  of  Hebburn 
Urban  District  Council,  Councillor  H.  Downie,  a public  meeting 
was  called  to  meet  in  Hebburn  on  13th  April  which  Professor 
D.  N.  S.  Kerr  was  invited  to  attend  as  Head  of  the  Kidney 
Research  Unit  at  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle  upon 
Tyne. 

The  Mayor  of  Jarrow,  and  Councillor  E.  O.  Telford  representing 
Boldon  U.D.C.  also  attended,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  “South 
Mid-Tyne  and  District  Kidney  Research  Fund  Committee”  should 
be  formed  to  cover  the  area  of  these  three  local  authorities.  A 
representative  committee  was  elected  holding  its  first  meeting 
on  the  26th  April,  since  when  its  meetings  have  proved  very 
successful  in  raising  money,  to  assist  research  into  the  prevention 
and  treatment  of  kidney  disease  and  to  ensure  continuity  of 
research  and  work  prospects  for  the  specialised  staff  in  this 
important  and  developing  field.  This  new  committee  is  working 
closely  with  a similar  but  long-established  committee  in  South 
Shields. 

Here,  it  is  appropriate  to  record  the  harmonious  relationship 
enjoyed  with  the  family  doctors  and  the  good  working  liaison 
and  co-operation  which  continue  with  health  visitors  and  staff 
dealing  with  social  and  socio-medical  matters. 

This  is  the  second  annual  report  which  I have  the  honour  of 
presenting  to  you  during  my  term  of  office  as  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  I wish,  therefore,  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
and  expressing  my  most  sincere  appreciation  for  the  assistance 
and  co-operation  which  I have  received  from  all  Members  of  the 
Council,  Council  Officials,  and  members  of  my  staff  in  the  Health 
Department,  and  other  members  of  staff. 

G.  HAMILTON  WHALLEY, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A 

STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 

(a)  GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  of  the  District  in  acres — 7,344. 

Estimated  resident  population — 24,120. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses — 8,413. 

Number  of  Council  houses — 3,073. 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  the  year — 45. 

Number  of  private  houses  erected  during  the  year — 250. 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1971 — £735,244. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  (decimalised)  rate — £6,777. 

(b)  PHYSICAL  AND  SOCIAL 

1.  Description  of  the  Area 

The  Urban  District  covers  an  oblong  area  of  7,344  acres  or 
almost  Hi  square  miles  and  includes  the  most  easterly  part  of 
the  northern  area  of  County  Durham.  It  has  an  unspoilt,  irregular 
coastline  of  cliffs  and  broad  sands  for  almost  three  miles. 

It  extends  westwards  for  about  six  miles  with  an  average 
width  of  nearly  two  miles,  being  essentially  rural  in  character 
having  over  50  farms  or  agricultural  premises,  yet  still  preserving 
in  various  areas,  its  rural  charm  and  unspoilt  village  atmosphere 
particularly  in  Whitburn,  although  there  is  some  coal  mining, 
quarrying  and  various  light  engineering  and  electrical  under- 
takings. 

In  this  setting  there  are  five  communities.  These,  from  east  to 
west  are  : Whitburn  (with  Whitburn  Colliery  and  Marsden  to 
the  north),  Cleadon,  East  Boldoti  and  West  Boldon  north  of  which 
is  Boldon  Colliery,  the  latter  area  being  largely  industrial  and 
containing  about  one-third  of  the  population  of  the  Urban 
District. 

In  general  the  area  to  a large  extent  is  open  and  level  but 
there  is  higher  ground  mainly  at  West  Boldon  (where  the  Boldon 
Hills  reach  a height  of  307  ft.  and  there  is  a commanding,  partly 
wooded  escarpment);  and  also  at  Whitburn,  where  one  area  also 
reaches  a height  of  307  ft.,  and  Cleadon.  There  are  a number  of 
extensive  pleasing  residential  estates  and  areas  of  older  property 
much  of  which  is  extremely  attractive.  Many  of  the  inhabitants 
are  employed  outside  the  District. 

It  forms  an  extensive  and  important  green  belt  between  South 
Tyneside  and  North  Wearside  and  is  bounded  to  the  North  (from 
east  to  west)  by  the  County  Borough  of  South  Shields,  the  Muni- 
cipal Borough  of  Jarrow  and  the  Urban  District  of  Hebburn. 
To  the  south  it  is  bounded  by  the  County  Borough  of  Sunderland 
and  the  Urban  District  of  Washington,  and  to  the  west  by  the 
Urban  District  of  Felling. 

Road  communications  are  good.  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  is  eight 
miles  away.  Westwards  the  Great  North  Road  (Al)  is  close,  its 
Tyne  Tunnel  link  road  passing  through  the  north-west  part  of 
the  Urban  District  at  White  Mare  Pool. 
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2.  Employment 

The  Manager  of  the  Employment  Exchange  has  kindly  supplied 
the  following  information  relating  to  employment,  unemploy- 
ment and  disablement. 

Main  Industiies 

The  main  industries  are  : Coalmining,  Electrical  Manufactures, 
Building  and  Agriculture. 

There  are  35  employers  in  the  Urban  District  with  2,880 
employees  (2,610  men  and  270  women),  as  compared  with  2,925 
employees  (2,675  men  an  d 250  women)  in  1970. 

Unemployment 

The  unemployment  position  in  1971  adversely  compares  with 
the  figures  for  1970  as  shown  below.  There  were  no  registered 
unemployed  persons  under  18  years  of  age. 


Total  on 

Register 

1971 

1970 

Females  

58 

16 

Males  

405 

312 

463 

328 

Disablement 

There  are  158  m.ales  and  8 females  on  the  register  of  disabled 
persons,  compared  with  183  and  9 respectively  in  1970.  As  in  1970 
there  were  41  men  and  no  women  employed.  No  young  adult 
(i.e.  under  18  years  of  age)  was  included  in  this  register  for  1971. 


(c)  EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

Total  

Legitimate  

Illegitimate  

Birth  Rate 

Comparability  Factor  ... 
Standardized  Birth  Rate 
Illegitimate  Live  Births 

(per  cent  of  total  live  births) 


Total 

Total 

M. 

F. 

1971 

1970 

172 

185 

357 

369 

163 

169 

332 

345 

9 

16 

25 

24 

14.8  (15.8  in  1970) 
0.93 

13.8  (14.7  in  1970) 


( 7.0  in  1970) 
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still  Births 


Total 

Total 

M. 

F. 

1971 

1970 

Total  

1 

1 

2 

2 

Legitimate  

1 

1 

2 

2 

Illegitimate  

Rate  per  thousand  live 

— 

— 

— 

— 

and  still  births 

Rate  per  thousand  estimated 

6 (5 

in  1970) 

resident  population  .... 

0.08 

(0.09  in 

1970) 

Total  live  and  still  births 

359 

371 

Deaths 

Total 

Total 

M. 

F. 

1971 

1970 

All  Causes 

121 

121 

242 

247 

Death  Rate  

10.0  (10.6  in  1970) 

Comparability  Factor  .... 

1.09 

Standardized  Death  Rate 

10.9  (11.06  in 

1970) 

Principal  Causes  of  Death 

%of  %of 
total  total 


Total  Total  deaths  deaths 

M.  F.  1971 

1970 

1971 

1970 

Heart  Disease  (all  types)  41  38  79 

80 

32.7 

32.4 

Cancer  (all  types)  27  18  45 

55 

18.6 

22.3 

Respiratory  Disease 14  11  25 

Diseases  of  Nervous 

21 

10.3 

8.5 

System  ..., 15  26  41 

51 

16.9 

20.7 

Infant  Mortality 

Under  1 year  of  age 

Total 

Total 

M. 

F. 

1971 

1970 

Total  2 

3 

5 

4 

Legitimate  2 

3 

5 

4 

Illegitimate  — 

— 

— 

— 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age: — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

14 

(11  in  1970) 

Legitimate  infants 

(per  1,000  legitimate  live  births) 

15 

(12  in  1970) 

Illegitimate  infants 

(per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births) 
Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age: — 

Total 

Total 

M. 

F. 

1971 

1970 

Total  — 

3 

3 

4 

Legitimate  — 

3 

3 

4 

Illegitimate  — 

— 

— 

— 
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Neo-Natal  Deaths  and  Death  Rate 


(Death  rate  of  infants  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  live  births) 
8.0  (11.0  in  1970) 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  week: — 


Total 

Total  Total 

M. 

F. 

1971 

1970 

1969 

Total  — 

3 

3 

4 

2 

Legitimate  — 

3 

3 

4 

2 

Illegitimate  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate 

8.0  (11.0  in 

1970) 

Causes  of  Infant  Deaths 

Other  Endocrine,  etc.,  Diseases  .. 

1 

Congenital  Anomalies  

2 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality  1 

All  Other  Accidents  

1 

5 (4  in 

1970) 

Total  Total 

Total 

1971 

1970 

1969 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  

14 

16 

22 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  birth  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Comparison  of  Vital  Statistics 

England  & Wales 

Boldon 

1971  1970 

1969 

1971 

1970 

1969 

Standardized  Birth  Rate  16.0  16.0 

16.3 

13.8 

14.7 

12.7 

Infant  Mortality  18.0  18.0 

18.0 

14.0 

11.0 

6.0 

Still  Birth  Rate  12.0  13.0 

13.0 

18.0 

5.0 

16.0 

Standardized  Death  Rate  11.6  11.7 

11.9 

10.9 

11.6 

12.8 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  1971 


Comparison 
Total  with  1970 

Male  Female  1971  -1-  — 


other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus  .... 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine  

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Larynx  

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  . . 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate  

Leukaemia  

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  

Diabetes  Mellitus  ' 

Avitaminoses,  etc 

Other  Endocrine,  etc..  Diseases 

Anaemias  

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  .... 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  .... 

Hypertensive  Disease  

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  . 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Influenza  

Pneumonia  

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

Peptic  Ulcer  

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia  .... 
Other  Diseases  of  Digestic  System  .... 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System  . . 

Congenital  Anomalies  •. 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality  . . 

Symptoms  and  Ill-Deflned  Conditions 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

All  Other  Accidents  

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries  .... 


1 

1 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

2 

2 

— 

6 

•2 

8 

— 

5 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

8 

1 

9 

— 

6 

— 

5 

5 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

3 

O 

— 

3 

o 

1 

— 

Z 

5 

5 

z 

10 

— 

3 

2 

4 

6 

4 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

2 

1 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

3 

37 

33 

70 

1 

— 

2 

5 

7 

2 

— 

13 

25 

38 

— 

7 

4 

4 

8 

— 

2 

3 

1 

6 

1 

9 

2 



10 

3 

13 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

2 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

— 

1 

2 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

4 

— 

4 

1 

— 

4 

3 

1 

7 

1 

1 

— 

121 

121 

242 

32 

33 
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SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

AREA 


A PUBLIC  HEAI.TH  SERVICE 

1.  Staff  of  Health  Department: — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

G.  HAMILTON  WHALLEY, 

M.B.,  B.S,  D.P.H.,  B.Hy,  D.M.A,  F.C.LS. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 

R.  W.  ARMSTRONG,  M.A.P.H.I,  M.LP.H,E, 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector, 

J.  HEMSLEY. 

Clerk, 

MISS  B.  CARTER. 

Rodent  Operator, 

P.  C.  T.  JACKSON. 

2.  Laboratory  Services 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  undertaken  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Havelock  Hospital,  Hyton  Road,  Sunderland, 
which  is  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  P.  B.  Crone.  The  results  and 
number  of  specimens  for  the  year  1971  are  as  follows: — 


Pos. 

Neg. 

Total 

1971  1970 

Faeces  and  Urine  

10 

17 

27 

37 

Blood  

2 

— 

2 — 

Food  

— 

4 

4 — 

Others  

2 

4 

6 

3 

14 

25 

39 

40 

3.  National  Assistance  Act  1948 

National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act  1951 

Section  47 — Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need 
of  care  and  attention. 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  (nor  in  1970). 
Section  50 — Burial  or  Cremation  of  Dead. 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  (nor  in  1970). 
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B LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1949,  Part  III,  the 
Personal  Health  Services  are  provided  by  Durham  County 
Council  and  administered  through  the  Area  Health  Sub-Commit- 
tee on  which  Boldon  U.D.C.  is  represented  by  three  members. 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

(Section  22) 

ANTE  NATAL  CLINICS 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  expectant  mothers 
who  attended  the  Clinics  and  the  number  of  visits  which  these 
mothers  paid  to  the  Clinics. 

1971 

Number  of  bothers  3 

Attendances  19 

POST-NATAL  CLINICS 

Sessions  : — These  are  held  at  the  Birth  Control  Clinic  but 
very  few  women  attend,  since  such  mothers  are 
now  being  seen  by  their  own  family  doctors  for 
post-natal  care  and  advice. 

E RTH  CONTROL  CLINICS 

Som^e  women  living  in  Boldon  attend  a County  Council  Family 
Planning  Clinic  in  the  Child  Welfare  Clinic,  Boker  Lane,  East 
Boldon.  It  is  held  on  alternate  Mondays,  9.30 — 12  noon,  without 
appointments.  Dr.  Daphne  Sprague  takes  this  clinic  assisted  by 
a health  visitor.  She  and  her  colleagues  help  to  make  known  the 
.existence  of  such  a facility  in  the  daily  round  of  duty  in  the 
area  around.  Persons  attending  and  attendances  were  more  than 
double  those  for  1970. 

1971  1970 


Number  of  persons  attended  50  22 

Number  of  attendances  117  38 


A similar  clinic  taken  by  Dr.  L.  Ross  is  held  on  Tuesdays,  2.30 
to  4.00  p.m.  at  the  Argyle  Street  Clinic,  Hebburn. 

Mothers  attend  Sunderland  General  Hospital  for  family  plan- 
ning sessions  held  weekly  Thursdays  and  Fridays,  6.00 — 7.30  p.m. 

MOTHERCRAFT  AND  RELAXATION  CLASSES 

These  are  held  on  Mondays  from  2.00 — 4.00  p.m.  in  the  Child 
Welfare  Clinic,  East  Boldon. 

CHILD  WELFARE 

Sessions  : — Alternate  Monday  mornings  and  all  day  Tuesday 
at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinic,  Boker  Lane,  East 
Boldon. 

— Thursdays  at  the  Barnes  Institute,  Whitburn. 

— Alternate  Mondays  at  the  Church  Hall,  Cleadon. 
]2 


1970  1969 

18  52 

52  92 


Attendances  : 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  infants  and  toddlers 
who  attended  the  clinics  and  the  number  of  such  attendances 
throughout  the  year,  with  comparative  totals  for  1970  and  1969. 

No.  of  Children  Attendances 


Under  1 

1-2  yrs. 

2-5  yrs. 

Under  1 

1-2  yrs. 

2-5  yrs. 

Whitburn 

89 

80 

161 

1,494 

334 

369 

Boldon 

170 

195 

368 

2,235 

820 

649 

Cleadon 

30 

40 

100 

435 

210 

203 

1971 

289 

315 

629 

4,164 

1,364 

1,221 

Totals  1970 

300 

288 

580 

3,558 

1,140 

1,274 

1969 

259 

319 

673 

2,685 

1,196 

1,449 

CERVICAL  CYTOLOGY  SCREENING  SERVICE 

Extensive  reference  is  made  in  Part  D on  page  16  under  the 
heading  “Prevention  of  Illness  and  After  Care”  (Section  28). 

CHIROPODY 

Details  are  given  under  this  heading  on  page  17. 

MIDWIFERY 

(Section  23) 

There  are  3 County  Midwives  in  Boldon.  No  midwives 
practised  privately  in  the  area. 

During  the  year  they  attended  74  confinements  (88  in  1970) 
w'hich  represents  21  per  cent  of  all  registered  live  and  still  births 
(24%  in  1970). 


Domiciliary  Confinements 


Booked 

Not 

Booked 

Gas  & Air 

Analgesia 

Pethidine 

Trilene 

1971 

1970 

1971  1970 

1971 

1970 

1971 

1970 

1971 

1970 

Present 

at 

Delivery 

8 

18 

1 — 

2 

2 

2 

7 

5 

8 

Not 

Present 

65 

70 

— — 

60 

65 

49 

51 

— — 

73 

88 

1 — 

62 

67 

51 

58 

5 

8 
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HEALTH  VISITING 

(Section  24) 

Three  Health  Visitors  serve  Boldon,  but  figures,  separate  from 
those  for  the  County  as  a whole,  are  not  available  for  the  visits 
carried  out  which  cover  all  aspects  of  the  work  of  the  County 
Health  Services. 

In  their  important  function  in  spreading  health  knowledge 
they  are  assisted  by  the  County  Health  Education  Officer  and  his 
staff  in  planning  regular  topics  and  providing  demonstration 
material  and  aids.  Their  work  increases  in  schools,  child  welfare 
clinics  and  patients’  homes.  They  give  talks  to  a variety  of 
groups  as  well  as  advice  to  persons. 

They  also  work  closely  with  chest  physicians,  visiting  cases  of 
tuberculosis  in  their  own  homes  whilst  contacts  are  advised 
about  care  in  the  spread  of  infection.  They  also  do  Heaf  testing 
of  school  infants,  following  up  positive  cases  and  they  visit  the 
aged  as  needed  and  assist  the  mental  welfare  officers  in  support 
for  the  mentally  subnormal  and  their  families. 

HOME  NURSING 

(Section  25) 

The  following' visits  were  made  by  Home  Nurses  in  the  area 
compared  with  visits  paid  and  patients  seen  in  1970  and  1969  : — 

Cases  Visits 


1971 

1970 

1969 

1971 

1970 

1969 

Medical  

228 

261 

236 

5,470 

6,497 

6,276 

Surgical  

85 

80 

55 

1,907 

2,546 

1,076 

Tuberculosis 

1 

6 

9 

12 

158 

180 

Others  

— 

— 

— 

553 

130 

31 

314 

347 

337 

7,942 

9,331 

7,563 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

(Section  26) 

The  following  tables  give  the  number  of  children  vaccinated 
and  imimunised  at  the  clinics  and  by  General  Practitioners  in  the 
district.  (Figures  for  1970  are  shown  in  brackets). 

' SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 

Revaccination 

Under  1 1-4  5-15  Under  16  Total  1-5  16  & over  Total 

1(6)  100(121)  2(24)  — (— ) 103(151  14(9)  — (— ) 14(9) 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Primary  Injections  Reinforcing  Doses 

Under  1 1-4  5-15  Total  1-4  5-16  Total 

3(4)  288(229)  32(50)  323(283)  6(46)  346(323)  352(371) 
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WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION 
Primary  Injections  Reinforcing  Doses 

Under  1 1-4  5-15  Total  1-4  5-16  Total 

3(4)  288(229)  5(7)  296(240)  4(46)  16(19)  20(65) 

TETANUS  IMMUNISATION 
Primary  Injections  Reinforcing  Doses 

Under  1 1-4  5-15  Total  1-4  5-16  Total 

3(4)  288(229)  33(50)  324(283)  6(47)  350(320)  356(367) 

POLIOMYELITIS  IMMUNISATION 
Primary  Injections  Reinforcing  Doses 

Under  1 1-4  5-15  Total  1-4  5-16  Total 

2(5)  294(237)  35(38)  331(280)  3(4)  336(340)  399(344) 

There  were  fewer  initial  vaccinations  for  smallpox  but  immun- 
isations increased  in  1971  (except  for  tetanus),  but  the  reinforc- 
ing doses  were  fewer  for  all  four  above-mentioned  conditions. 

B.C.G.  VACCINATION 

1971  1970  1969 

Number  of  childen  skin  tested  248  234  199 


Number  of  children  positive  12  3 4 

Number  of  children  negative  221  213  187 

Number  absent  at  time  of  reading  13  12  8 

Number  of  negative  reactors  not 


vaccinated  for  medical  reasons  ........  2 — — 

This  scheme  was  introduced  in  1959  for  senior  schools.  Further 
information  is  given  overleaf  in  sub  heading  ‘‘C”. 

MEASLES  VACCINATION 

Vaccinations  against  measles  were  discontinued  after  1970. 
RUBELLA  VACCINATION 

A total  of  94  children,  aged  12,  were  immunised  (99  in  1970),  of 
which  64  lived  in  Boldon  and  Cleadon  and  30  in  Whitburn.  This 
schem.e  was  introduced  into  schools  in  1970  for  13  year  old  girls, 
but  now  it  is  given  to  those  from  11  to  13  years  of  age.  It  should 
be  widely  accepted  as  an  important  facet  of  preventive  medicine. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

(Section  27) 

All  requests  for  ambulance  transport  should  be  made  to  the 
Ambulance  Control  Centre,  telephone  Durham  4488. 

WASHINGTON  DEPOT 

Journeys  Stretcher  Sitting  Total  Cases  Mileage 


1971  4,361  4,103  21,267  25,370  168,308 

No.  of  Ambulances 6 

No.  of  Ambulancemen  17 

Depot  Superintendents 1 


The  population  of  the  area  served  by  this  Depot  is  48,450. 
Previously  the  Hebburn  Depot  had  served  the  Boldon  U.D.  area. 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

(Section  28) 

A.  CASES  DISCHARGED  FROM  HOSPITAL 

Sick  cases  requiring  after-care  are  treated  by  the  Home  Nurses 
or  supervised  and  advised  by  the  Health  Visitors.  Sick  room 
equipment  such  as  urine  bottles,  bed  pans,  bed  rests,  air  cushions, 
miattresses  and  rubber  sheeting  can  be  obtained  on  loan  on 
application  to  County  Hall. 

B.  NURSING  EQUIPMENT 

Issues  of  material  from  stores  of  appliances  provided  by  the 
County  Council  are  made  on  the  recommendation  of  a doctor, 
health  visitor,  district  nurse  or  medical  social  worker.  Issued 
items  of  equipment  included  over  90  different  types,  all  on  free 
loan. 

C.  B.C.G.  VACCINATION  (SPRING  AND  AUTUMN  TERMS) 

Apart  from  routine  vaccinations  carried  out  by  chest  physicians 
at  chest  clinics,  tuberculin  skin  testing  and  vaccination  of  all 
school  children  aged  11  years  and  older  is  arranged  for  and 
carried  out  by  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer.  Statistics 
relating  are  shown  under  “Vaccination  and  Immunisation”  on 
page  15  and  in  Section  C on  page  24  where  further  comment  is 
given  under  the  heading  of  Tuberculosis. 

D.  CERVICAL  CYTOLOGY  SCREENING  SERVICE 

(i)  As  there  is  no  such  service  within  the  area  of  Boldon 
Urban  District,  the  County  Council  provides  a clinic  for  this 
purpose  in  the  Child  Welfare  Clinic  premises  at  Argyle  Street, 
Hebburn,  to  cater  for  the  surrounding  area. 

Appointments  may  be  made  on  application  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer  at  County  Hall.  Sessions  are  held  from  7-9  p.m. 
on  Thursdays  when  bookings  justify,  to  permit  a full  session  of 
30-40  women.  No  charge  is  made. 

Attendances  (581)  rose  but  were  disappointing  considering  the 
importance  of  this  prophylactic  service,  which  too  few  women 
seem  to  realise.  Only  symptom-free  women  are  accepted. 

Doctor  Winifred  Bell,  a general  practitioner  in  Jarrow  and 
locum  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  takes  the  clinic 
assisted  by  a nurse,  who,  with  her  colleagues,  helps  to  make 
known  the  existence  of  this  facility  in  the  daily  round  of  duty. 
Repeat  tests  after  a five-year  period,  were  initiated  late  in  1970, 
and  women  should  take  advantage  of  this  added  arrangement. 
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(ii)  A similar  clinic  operates  : 

0 in  the  out-patients  department  of  the  Queen  Elizabeth 
J/'ospital  at  Sheriff  Hill,  Gateshead,  where  it  is  known  as  the 
“Well  Women  Clinic”  and  operates  without  appointments  from 
7-8  p.m.  on  Tuesdays  (except  in  August).  It  is  run  by  a charity 
organisation,  the  Women’s  Cancer  Detection  Society.  A charge 
of  25p  is  made  for  this  service. 

(b)  in  the  Municipal  Clinic  in  the  Stanhope  Parade  Clinic, 
South  Shields,  which  is  held  on  Thursdays  from  5.30  to  7-30  p.m. 
About  25  women  usually  attend.  Wom*en  doctors  take  the  clinic, 
for  which  there  is  a waiting  list. 

No  public  clinics  are  held  in  hospitals  in  Sunderland  or  South 
Shields. 


E.  CHIROPODY  SERVICE 

In  1963  the  County  Council  initiated  a scheme  designed  to 
provide  a free  service  for  persons  of  pensionable  age  and  to 
finance  clinics  run  by  voluntary  organisations,  the  equipment 
being  on  loan. 

The  national  shortage  of  chiropodists  affects  the  number  of 
persons  who  can  be  treated  and  also  the  frequency  of  treatment 
which  patients  receive.  The  increasing  proportion  of  older 
persons  in  the  population  also  adds  to  the  demand. 

Attendances  of  people  and  treatments  given  for  1971  (1970  and 
1969)  were  as  follows: — 


Total 

Attendances 

Whitburn 

Total  Chiropodists 

Treatments  Attending 

(Barnes  Institute) 

194 

680 

Mr.  T.  J.  Power 

East  Boldon 

(Boker  Lane  Clinic) 

272 

285 

Mr.  J.  J.  Laws  and 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Robson 

1971 

466 

965 

Totals  1970 

607 

2,252 

1969 

541 

2,163 

The  fall  in  attendances  and  treatments  for  the  Boker  Lane 
Clinic  was  due  to  the  chiropodist,  Mr.  J.  J.  Laws,  leaving  on  31st 
July  and  to  Mrs.  J.  A.  Robson  being  absent  for  four  months 
(July — October). 
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F.  HEALTH  EDUCATION 


(a)  The  importance  of  health  education  in  persuading  and 
helping  people  to  achieve  and  enjoy  positive  health,  and  to 
prevent  and  avoid  illness  and  accidents  is  now  becoming  much 
more  widely  realized.  This  subject,  when  properly  planned  and 
carried  out,  is  now  receiving  something  of  the  fuller  attention 
which  its  importance  deserves  and  which  has  taken  many  years 
to  be  implemented  by  effective  action. 

Governmental,  educational  and  many  varied  bodies  and 
employers  are  now  playing  their  increasing  part  to  add  to  and 
facilitate  the  growing  efforts  of  medical  and  other  personnel, 
who,  in  their  daily  work,  can  give  apposite  comment  and  advice 
at  the  personal  level. 

Talks  on  health  topics  are  given  on  request  from  organizations, 
both  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Health  Visitors; 
and  posters  are  displayed. 

(b)  No  special  emphasis  has  been  given  in  the  past  to  health 
education  in  Boldon,  beyond  the  advice  given  by  staff  in  the 
exercise  of  their  duties  as  opportunity  presents  and  the  issues 
of  publicity  material  received  regularly  for  display  and  distribu- 
tion from  the  County  Health  Department. 

For  this  reason  an  anti-smoking  campaign,  initiated  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  was  drawn  up  and  implemented  last 
year  with  support  and  assistance  from  County  Hall  department 
staff  to  cover  the  area  of  the  United  Districts  of  Jarrow,  Hebburn, 
Felling  and  Boldon,  comprising  a population  of  117,000;  but  no 
follow  up  to  this  specific  emphasis,  as  would  have  been  ideal, 
was  found  possible  to  repeat  in  1971,  since  anti-smoking  cam- 
paigns based  on  the  experience  gained  were  planned  to  operate 
progressively  throughout  the  County  area. 

(c)  The  County  Health  Department  carried  out  a County-wide 
campaign  in  September  and  October  to  give  special  emphasis 
on  the  need  to  reduce  the  adverse  effects  of  excessive  noise  levels, 
particularly  at  work  and  in  the  home. 

To  be  effective  such  publicity  needs  the  co-operation  and 
assistance  of  all  those  who  can  bring  to  public  notice  the  dangers 
to  health  which  noise  can  cause,  and  to  those  who,  apart  from 
playing  their  role  as  an  individual,  are  in  a position  to  positively 
reduce  noise  or  prevent  it. 

Noise  is  an  unfortunate  negative  by-product  of  our  civilization 
which  has  shown  a tremendous  increase  as  po<pulation,  industry 
and  road  and  air  traffic  also  increase;  and  it  is  alarming  that  so 
many  people  have  to  put  up  with  noise  even  at  excessive  levels 
without  realizing  its  harmful  and  damaging  effects  on  hearing. 
Even  in  leisure  hours  the  threat  exists,  discotheques  being  a case 
in  point. 
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(d)  A special  report  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was 
presented  to  the  Health  Committee  in  December  on  the  value 
and  effectiveness  of  health  education  which  has  been,  for  too 
long,  a Cinderella  in  the  priorities  of  medical  activities,  although 
the  importance  of  the  subject  is  now  being  recognised,  and  in- 
creasingly so,  for  its  wide  scope  includes  many  aspects  such  as 
the  prevention  of  accidents  at  hom^e  and  at  work,  infectious 
disease  and  illness,  as  well  as  emphasizing  the  importance  of 
positive  health  and  its  preservation. 

A health  education  facility  also  enables  emphasis  on  any  health 
matter  or  problem  which  m.ay  arise  or  need  publicising;  and  the 
smaller  authorities  can  play  a valuable  part  in  this  in  also 
enabling  the  efforts  made  by  the  County  Council  to  be  more 
effective  within  their  own  area. 

To  this  end  the  Health  Committee  considered  and  approved 
proposals  for  the  availability  of  publicity  material  and  facilities 
for  both  outdoor  and  indoor  display,  which  it  was  intended, 
should  be  operated  similarly  throughout  the  United  District,  to 
add  to  effectiveness  and  to  be  more  economical  to  carry  out. 

G.  PREVENTION  OF  ACCIDENTS 

(i)  Home  Accidents 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a co-c-pted  member  of  the 
Northumberland  and  Durham  Area  Home  Safety  Council  which 
operates  under  the  aegis  of  Ro.S.P.A.  and  meets  quarterly  at 
different  venues  in  Durham  and  Northumberland. 

(ii)  Drowning  Accidents 

The  area  of  Boldon  was  reviewed  again,  as  in  1970,  before  the 
long  school  summer  holidays  began,  but  no  obvious  risk  was 
observed  where  land  surface  water  could  be  a hazard,  particu- 
larly to  young  children. 

(iii)  Firework  Hazards 

Concern  has  been  expressed  in  the  Health  Committee  that 
fireworks  (and  matches)  were  still  being  sold,  often  to  very 
young  children,  and  children  under  the  permitted  apparent  age 
of  13  years.  Happily  there  were  fewer  accidents  from  fireworks, 
and  bonfires  seemed  less  in  evidence  than  in  1970. 

H.  ADMISSION  OF  AGED  PERSONS  TO  HOSPITAL 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  able  to  effect  the  urgent 
admission  to  hospital  in  several  cases,  (all  elderly  or  aged 
persons)  or  expedite  it,  in  full  liaison  with  the  family  doctors. 
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DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 


(Section  29) 


1971 

No.  of  Home  Helps  employed  58 

No.  of  cases  attended  at  1.1.71  135 

No.  of  new  cases  provided  with  Hom.e  Helps  76 

No.  of  cases  attended  at  31.12.  71  143 

Type  of  cases  served  : — 

Old  aged  pensioners  191 

Sickness  15 

Tuberculosis  — 

Maternity  5 


1970 

1969 

59 

62 

101 

106 

60 

52 

135 

101 

151 

153 

5 

4 

— 

1 

5 

— 

211  161  158 


The  rising  totals  show  an  increasing  demand,  which  in  old  age 
pensioners  formed  90.5%  of  the  overall  number  of  cases  served. 


C.  HOSPITAL  SERVICES 

The  only  hospital  situated  in  the  Urban  District  is  Boldon 
Hospital  which  now  has  bed  accommodation  for  30  mild  mentally 
ill  cases. 


VENEREAL  DISEASE  CLINICS 


Almost  double  the  number  of  patients,  as  shown  below,  were 
treated  at  the  Sunderland,  South  Shields  and  Newcastle  Clinics 
during  1971,  when  48  patients  attended  compared  with  27  in 
1970,  the  figures  for  which  are  shown  in  brackets. 


Non-Gonococcal 

Urethritis  Syphilis 
M.  F.  M.  F 

Sunderland  3(5)  — — — 

Newcastle  — — — — 

South  Shields  5 — — — 


Non- 

Gonorrhoea  Venereal 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

1(1)-  5(4)  5(3) 

- - 2(2)  5(1) 

4(1)  1 12(6)  7(4) 


8(5)  — — — 5(2)  l(-)  19(12)  16(8) 


BLOOD  TRANSFUSION 

The  Northern  Counties  are  served  by  this  unit  of  the  National 
Blood  Transfusion  Service  stationed  in  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 
Sessions  for  donating  blood  are  arranged  at  regular  intervals.  The 
folowing  details  of  donor  panels  and  sessions  held  in  Boldon 
during  the  year  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  J.  M.  D.  D. 
Evans,  the  Regional  Organiser. 
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General  view  of  East  Boldon  looking  West  past  the  Council  Offices  on  the  right  from 
the  junction  of  roads  from  Sunderland  (left)  and  Whitburn 


Attractive  view  of  Whitburn  Po  id  and  group  of  private  houses 


Peaceful  view  across  Whitburn  Village  Green 


I5rt- 


Those  attending  sessions  are  carefully  screened  by  the  staff 
as  being  suitable  to  be  donors.  Two  sessions  were  arranged  at 
the  Aubrey  Leake  Hall,  Wet  Boldon,  as  follows,  compared  with 
six  sessions  at  three  locations  in  1970. 

This  is  very  disappointing  since  only  increasing  numbers  of 
donors  coming  forward  will  help  to  meet  the  ever  rising  demand 
for  blood,  the  widening  scope  of  its  use  in  treatment  and  also  to 
prevent  the  possibility  of  critical  shortages  occurring. 


No.  of 

Donor  Panel 

New 

Location  Donors 

as  at 

Donors 

Dates  of 

Attending 

31st  Dec. 

Bled 

Sessions 

Aubrey  106 

Leake 

239 

7 

5,1.71 

Hall  108 

20.7.71 

Totals  1971  214 

239 

7 

1970  569 

518 

74 

MOBILE  MASS  X-RAY  UNIT 

This  static  unit  stationed  near  the  Queen’s  Head  Hotel  in 
Monkton  Road,  Jarrow,  operates  every  Thursday  from  1.30  to 
4.30  p.m.  and  from  5.30  to  7.00  p.m.,  and  is  a great  help  in  screen- 
ing the  population  in  the  area,  2,484  attending  (2,483  in  1970). 
Referrals  show  an.  increasing  trend. 


Referrals  to  Chest  Clinic 
No.  requiring  supervision 
No.  notified 


1971  1970  1969 

150  132  128 

7 8 8 

4 4 5 


D.  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL 

The  Urban  District  is  served  by  six  General  Practitioners 
residing  in  the  district  in  three  practices,  one  being  single- 
handed. 

Dr.  L.  Ingram,  Osborne  House,  West  Boldon.  Boldon  7515. 

Dr.  J.  Keatings,  Health  Centre,  Boker  Lane,  East  Boldon. 

Boldon  7168. 

Dr.  W.  Hall,  Health  Centre.  Boker  Lane,  East  Boldon. 

Boldon  7168. 

Dr.  J.  J.  Kinsella,  Health  Centre,  Boker  Lane,  East  Boldon. 

Boldon  7408. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Salkeld,  Health  Centre,  Boker  Lane,  East  Boldon. 

Boldon  7408. 

and  4 East  Street,  Whitburn.  Whitburn  2377. 

Dr.  H.  E.  Mair.  Health  Centre,  Boker  Lane,  East  Boldon. 

Boldon  7408. 

Doctors  from  South  Shields,  Jarrow  and  Sunderland  also 
attend  patients  in  this  district. 
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E.  OTHER  LOCAL  AUTHORITY  SERVICES 


1.  Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 

These  include  Dried  Milk,  Cod  Liver  Oil,  Vitamin  Tablets, 
Orange  Juice  and  Proprietary  Foods,  which  are  issued  during 
sessions  at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics  as  outlined  on  page  12. 


2.  Mental  Health  Act,  1959. 

1971  1970  1969 

Mentally  Subnormal 

Under  Supervision 60  57  60 

In  Hospital  16  16  15 

Mentally  111 

Formal  and  informal  admissions  arranged 

by  Mental  Welfare  Officers  12  26  19 

Children  notified  during  the  years  as: — 

Ineducable  — 2 2 

Requiring  supervision  after  leaving 

school  — 11 


The  figures  show  no  significant  change  since  1969. 


3.  Meals  on  Wheels  Service 

A meals  on  wheels  service,  for  the  aged,  sick  and  needy,  is 
operated  by  the  Urban  District  Council  in  conjunction  with  the 
W.R.V.S.  The  meals  were  cooked  at  the  N.C.B.  canteens  at 
Boldon  Colliery  and  Whitburn  and  collected  and  delivered  by 
the  W.R.V.S.  No  luncheon  club  facilities  were  provided. 

A total  of  60  persons  received  two  meals  a week  and  6,240 
meals  were  served  during  1971  as  was  done  in  1970.  Half  were 
issued  in  the  Boldon  area  and  half  in  the  Whitburn  area. 

4.  Medical  Examination  and  Immunisation  of  Staff 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  carried  out:  — 

(a)  Medical  examinations  as  follows,  for:  — 


Entry  into  Superannuation  Scheme 4 

Entry  into  the  Sickness  Pay  Scheme  17 

Employees  absent  for  sickness  19 


Total  40 


(b)  Immunisation  of  personnel  against  Infiuenza:  — 

In  February,  of  28  staff  aplying  to  be  immunised,  19  attended 
(or  11.3%  of  167  staff  employed).  In  November  28  staff  were 
again  immunised. 
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SECTION  C 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
on  the  Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  and  Other  Diseases 

Measles 

The  usual  biennial  epidemic  pattern  was  maintained,  as 
indicated  in  Table  1 which  follows,  and  v/hich  shows  a substan- 
tial decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  notified;  there  being  7 cases 
out  of  28  overall  notifications  in  1971,  compared  with  109  out  of 
a total  of  128  notifications  during  1970,  and  9 cases  from  29  overall 
notified  cases  in  1969.  Table  III  shows  the  monthly  incidence 
of  cases. 

The  cases  notified  during  1971  occurred  from  July  to  December. 
Table  1 shows  that  in  the  10-year  period,  1962-71,  out  of  1,264 
infectious  diseases  notified,  1,026  (81.17%)  were  due  to  measles; 
and  only  238  cases  were  due  to  twelve  other  notifiable  infections. 

Whooping  Cough 

Only  1 case  was  notified  during  the  year  compared  with  2 in 
1970.  Immunisation  against  this  disease,  which  is  offered  both  by 
General  Practioners  and  Local  Authority  Clinics,  is  strongly 
recommended  and  it  is  hoped  that  more  mothers  will  avail  them- 
selves of  this  aid  to  the  health  of  their  children.  Fewer  children 
had  reinforcing  doses  in  1971. 

Dysentery 

For  the  first  tim.e  in  the  last  ten  years  there  were  no  cases  of 
Dysentery  notified  during  1971  compared  with  4 cases  during 
1970.  During  the  ten-year  period  1962-71  there  were  52  cases, 
giving  an  average  of  5 a year. 

This  is  a satisfactory  figure  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Sonne 
Dysentery,  to  som.e  extent,  is  endemic  in  the  area.  Many  mild 
or  subclinical  cases  are  never  notified  and  may  be  treated  or 
regarded  as  ordinary  minor  upsets.  Strict  hygiene  is  always 
desirable  even  for  such  cases. 

Food  Poisoning 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that,  as  in  1970,  there  was  only  1 case 
of  Food  Poisoning  reported  and  only  13  cases  during  the  past  ten 
years.  Improved  standards  of  hygiene  are  evident  in  both 
catering  establishments  (and  in  the  domestic  sphere),  and  it  is 
most  important  that  these  be  maintained,  assisted  by  the 
inspections  made  and  the  advice  given  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  in  the  Course  of  his  duties. 

A reference  to  Food  Poisoning,  etc.,  is  made  at  the  foot  of  page 
34,  under  the  heading  “ Infectious  Diseases.” 
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Poliomyelitis 

Although  we  have  now  had  11  years  clear  of  Poliomyelitis, 
continued  propaganda  is  essential  to  enable  this  disease  to  be 
kept  at  bay,  and  perhaps  finally  eliminated  from  our  midst. 

Tuberculosis 

There  were  13  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  notified  in 
1971  compared  with  3 cases  during  the  previous  year.  Such 
periodic  increases  have  occured  since  1954  as  Table  IV  on  page 
^9  shows.  No  cases  of  Non-respiratory  Tuberculosis  were  notified 
during  the  year,  compared  with  one  case  in  1970  which  is  satis- 
factory to  record. 

The  character  and  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  has  been  changing 
over  the  years  but  its  past  extent  is  now  reduced  to  the  odd  case 
or  small  outbreaks  which  are  localised;  and  the  death  rate  (per 
1,000  persons  living),  which  was  0.04  for  England  and  Wales  in 
1966,  has  now  been  halved. 

The  introduction  and  acceptance  of  immunisation  wTth  ‘B.C.G.’ 
vaccine  and  now  available  to  senior  school  children,  is  a very 
important  aspect  in  the  continuing  reduction,  control  and  pre- 
vention of  this  disease,  and  it  is  hoped  that  parents  will  increas- 
ingly realise  this  and  that  all,  when  asked,  will  allow  their 
children  to  be  skin-tested  and  protected  with  ‘B.C.G.’  vaccine 
v/here  this  is  indicated. 

Of  the  many  children  skin-tested  at  schools  throughout  the 
County,  4.8%  were  found  to  be  tuberculin  positive,  compared 
with  1.44%  in  1970.  Such  children  are  referred  to  a chest 
physician  for  further  investigation,  which  may  lead  to  the 
infecting  source,  which  perhaps  may  be  within  the  family  circle, 
and  quite  unsuspected. 

Only  increasing  acceptance  of  the  use  of  ‘B.C.G.’,  together 
with  early  diagnosis  and  the  modern  treatment  of  cases,  will 
help  towards  the  virtual  stamping  out  of  a disease  which  has 
caused  so  much  havoc,  suffering  and  loss  of  life  in  the  past  and 
still  continues  to  do  so. 

However,  not  too  infrequently  in  the  treatment  of  cases, 
difficulty  arises  when  a patient  forgets,  or  cannot  be  relied  upon, 
to  co-operate  in  his  or  her  treatment,  since  this  may  allow,  or  can 
lead  to,  the  infecting  of  others  (including  members  of  his  own 
family),  and  even  to  extending  his  own  disease,  and/or  perhaps 
becoming  “drug-resistant”. 

Particulars  of  children  skin-tested  and  given  ‘B.C.G.’  are  stated 
on  page  15 — whilst  Table  IV  which  follows  on  page  29  shows 
the  Annual  incidence  of  new  cases  and  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
over  the  last  26  years. 
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Infectious  Disease  Surveillance 

This  was  carried  out  on  24  persons  officially  notified  to  the 
Health  Department,  returning  to  Britain  in  September  from 
Spain  after  a holiday  in  an  infected  area  where  there  had  been 
an  outbreak  of  Cholera. 

Smallpox  Vaccination 

During  the  year  the  Joint  Committee  on  Vaccination  and 
Immunisation  completed  a review  of  the  preventive  measures 
against  Smallpox  in  Great  Britain  and  concluded  that  the  exist- 
ing routine  vaccination  procedures  in  childhood  were  no  longer 
necessary. 

In  consequence  the  provision  of  primary  smallpox  vaccination 
at  the  age  of  14  months  was  withdrawn  from  the  Durham  County 
Council’s  Schedule  in  August. 

Infectious  Disease  in  School  Children 

No  special  action  was  necessary  to  be  taken  in  this  respect 
in  the  schools. 


25 


cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified  in  this  period). 
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TABLE  I NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


TABLE  II  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1971 
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Infective  Hepatitis 
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TABLE  III  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  — CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1971 


TABLE  IV 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  table  below  shows  the  incidence  of  new  cases  and  of 
deaths  from  Tuberculosis  over  the  last  26  years. 


Year 

Population 

Respiratory 

New  Cases  Deaths 

Non-respiratory 
New  Cases  Deaths 

1946 

15,850 

19 

6 

10 

4 

1947 

16,090 

11 

11 

8 

5 

1948 

16,310 

11 

4 

5 

3 

1949 

16,870 

16 

6 

6 

1 

1950 

17,100 

20 

7 

8 

1 

1951 

16,740 

18 

5 

4 

2 

1952 

17,150 

19 

2 

1 

— 

1953 

17,440 

16 

2 

3 

— 

1954 

17,600 

16 

6 

3 

— 

1955 

18,020 

5 

5 

2 

1 

1956 

18,390 

18 

3 

5 

1 

1957 

18,960 

14 

2 

2 

— 

1958 

19,540 

9 

1 

2 

— 

1959 

20,230 

13 

2 

2 

— 

1960 

20,810 

9 

— 

2 

— 

1961 

22,540 

9 

1 

— 

— 

1962 

23,280 

23 

1 

3 

— 

1963 

24,310 

7 

— 

2 

— 

1964 

25,460 

4 

1 

3 

— 

1965 

25,960 

5 

1 

5 

— 

1966 

26,120 

13 

1 

— 

— 

1967 

22,760 

8 

— 

1 

— 

1968 

22,940 

5 

1 

2 

2 

1969 

23,130 

9 

2 

1 

— 

1970 

23,390 

3 

— 

1 

— 

1971 

24,120 

13 

— 

— 

— 

The  above  table  shows  an  increase  of  new  respiratory  cases 
in  1971  but  such  increases  have  been  evident  periodically  in  the 
last  fourteen  years.  No  deaths  were  reported,  and  fortunately 
very  few  have  occurred  in  the  last  15  years. 
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SECTION  D 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  ON 
THE  ENVIRONMENTAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

During  1971  there  has  been  a considerable  increase  in  work  in 
some  fields  of  hygiene,  which,  of  course,  has  resulted  in  curtail- 
ment of  inspections  in  other  directions. 

The  functions  which  were  expanded  were  visits  under  the 
Clean  Air  Acts  which  resulted  in  the  Council  approving  two  new 
Clean  Air  Orders  involving  about  1,060  properties,  thus  bringing 
the  programme  almost  to  its  original  target. 

The  1969  Housing  Act  created  additional  work  by  its  provisions 
dealing  with  qualification  certificates,  although  this  did  not  last 
very  long. 

Other  areas  in  which  more  time  was  spent  was  in  advising 
travellers  from  countries  in  which  cholera  was  notified  and  in 
investigating  complaints  about  foodstuffs. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee, 
Councillor  Mrs.  M.  Gibson,  and  the  Members  of  the  Council  for 
their  assistance  and  support  during  the  year,  and  the  Officers  and 
Staff  of  the  other  departments  for  the  willing  co-operation  they 
have  afforded  on  occasions  during  the  year,  my  twenty-third 
with  the  Council. 

R.  W.  ARMSTRONG, 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 
WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  district  is  supplied  by  the  Sunderland  and  South  Shields 
Water  Company,  whose  Engineer  provided  the  following  inform- 
ation : — 

Analysis  of  Water  Supply 

(1)  The  water  supply  of  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  in 
quantity  and  quality  throughout  the  year  1971. 
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(2)  Bacteriological  examinations  have  been  made  during  the 
year  both  from  the  sources  which  constitute  the  supply  and  also 
from  reservoirs  and  consumer  taps.  The  following  results  were 


obtained: — 

No.  of 
Samples. 

Wells  before  chlorination  52 
Reservoirs  104 

Consumer  Taps  129 


% Free  from 

% Free  from 

Non-Faecal 

Faecal 

Organisms. 

Organisms. 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

(3)  The  water  supplied  to  the  district  has  been  a mixture  of 
the  Derwent  Reservoir  supply,  plus  a hard  well  water.  During 
the  year  59  samples  of  water  have  been  taken  after  overnight 
standing  in  lead  pipes.  All  samples  are  well  below  the  limits 
laid  down  by  the  European  Standards  of  the  World  Health 
Organisation. 

(4)  There  has  been  no  contamination  and  therefore  no  action 
has  been  necessary. 

(5)  There  are  8,496  domestic  premises  connected  to  the 
Company’s  mains  in  the  area.  There  are  no  standpipes  in  the 
area. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

6,083  yards  of  drain  were  examined  during  the  year,  nearly 
all  being  private  dwellings  built  in  the  area.  This  v/as  a little 
less  than  last  year. 

Salt  glazed  earthenware  pipes  are  still  used  to  a large  extent 
in  this  work,  especially  on  alterations  and  extensions  but  on  new 
buildings  the  smaller  builders  are  turning  to  plastic  pipes  and 
fittings  which  do  not  require  the  amount  of  skill  to  install. 

The  sewerage  of  the  area  appears  to  be  adequate  and  the 
sewage  is  discharged  into  the  sea  and  tidal  waters  of  the  Tyne 
in  a raw  state. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  numbers  of  ash  and  chemical 
closets,  the  few  remaining  are  in  parts  of  the  district  where  there 
are  no  sewers  and  the  cost  of  installing  septic  tanks  or  cesspools 
would  be  uneconomic. 

Estimated  figures  are  : — 


Type  of  Closet 

1969 

1970 

1971 

Ash  Closets  and  Privy’s 

14 

13 

13 

Water  Closets 

9,242 

9,411 

9,706 

Chemical  Closets 

12 

12 

12 
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SCHOOLS 


No  complaints  were  received  about  the  sanitary  condition  of 
schools  in  the  district.  Several  schools  were  treated  for  the 
destruction  of  rats  and  mice  with  good  results. 

Water  supplies  in  schools  are  all  from  service  mains  of  the 
Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  Company,  and  are  satis- 
factory. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  special  action  in  respect  of 
infectious  disease  in  school  children. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  collection  of  household  refuse  and  the  cleansing  of  road- 
ways is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  under  the  control  of  the 
Council’s  Surveyor.  At  the  present  time  the  refuse  is  disposed 
of  by  controlled  tipping  at  the  tip  owned  by  Sunderland  Corpora- 
tion which  is  just  outside  the  southern  boundary  of  this  district. 

Work  is  at  present  in  progress  upon  the  erection  of  an  inciner- 
ator plant  at  Sunderland  and  when  this  plant  is  ready,  the  refuse 
from  this  area  will  be  treated  there. 

CLEAN  AIR  ACTS  1956  AND  1968 

During  1971  steady  progress  has  been  made  in  the  making  of 
Clean  Air  Orders,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  19  had  been  m.ade 
whilst  17  v/ere  in  force.  A total  of  3,430  properties  and  3,098  acres 
of  land  are  covered  and  this  represents  36.88%  of  the  premises 
and  42.18%  of  the  area. 

Two  further  Clean  Air  Orders  were  made  by  the  Council  in 
1971,  both  of  which  will  be  in  operation  in  the  Autumn  of  1972. 
It  is  noticeable  that  conversions  to  solid  fuel  appliances  are  now' 
in  a minor  position  to  gas,  and  it  seems  unlikely  that  such  appli- 
ances will  return  to  their  former  favourable  position. 

AGRICULTURAL  (SAFETY,  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE 
PROVISIONS)  ACT,  1956 

No  statutory  action  has  been  found  necessary  under  the 
sections  enforceable  by  the  Council  during  the  year. 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT  1963 

Three  premises  in  the  district  are  licensed  for  the  boarding  of 
cats  and  dogs.  They  are  privately  owned,  and  the  arrangements 
made  seem  reasonably  good. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949 

The  following  table  is  in  the  form  required  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 
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Properties  Other  than  Sewers 

Type  of  Property 

Non 

Agricultural  Agricultural 

1.  Number  of  properties  in  district  

8,396 

83 

2.  a.  Total  number  of  properties  (including 
nearby  premises)  inspected  following  notific- 
ation   

195 

9 

b.  Number  infested  by  (i)  rats  

112 

9 

(ii)  mice  

60 

— 

3.  a.  Total  number  of  properties  inspected 
for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons  other  than 
notification  

61 

18 

b.  Number  infested  by  (i)  rats  

24 

4 

(ii)  mice  

2 

— 

4.  Were  any  sewers  infested  by  rats  during  the 
year?  

Yes 

Sewers 

In  view  of  the  concern  that  has  been  expressed  of  rodents 
becoming  immune  to  the  action  of  warfarin  in  some  parts  of  the 
country,  we  in  this  district  have  not  encountered  any  such 
evidence,  up  to  the  present  time,  of  this  type  of  reaction. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT  1960 

One  serious  complaint  about  noise  was  investigated  during 
the  year.  It  arose  from  the  operation  of  a comparatively  newly- 
established  painting  firm  who  were  bringing  all  sorts  of  steelwork 
to  their  premises,  “sandblasting”  it  with  slag  and  repainting. 

At  one  time,  six  large  compressors  were  in  the  open  yard  of  the 
Works,  each  supplying  at  least  one  air  line,  and  the  resultant 
din  and  dust  nuisance  was  enormous.  After  a letter  from  the 
Council  this  stopped  and  the  process  was  taken  indoors.  Some 
small  amount  of  work  is  still  liable  to  be  done  outdoors  and  at 
weekends. 

A new  Act  was  proposed  by  the  Noise  Advisory  Council  and 
certainly  an  entirely  new  mieans  of  dealing  with  this  problem 
is  required. 

Noise,  in  fact,  can  be  prevented  from  escaping  from  any 
premises  and  all  that  is  required  is  a prohibition  of  the  escape 
of  noise  from  any  premises,  with  a very  high  penalty  for  offences. 

Stringent  laws  should  also  be  made  to  enforce  a reduction  in 
noise  from  road  vehicles,  both  from  the  engines  and  their  move- 
ment, as  these  have  been  the  cause  of  most  of  the  increases  in 
levels  over  the  past  two  decades. 

An  example  of  this  is  in  the  Boldon  district  where  a by-pass 
has  been  built.  Although  only  partly  in  use,  an  increase  in  noise 
level  of  6 dB(A)  has  already  taken  place  and  has  affected  a 
very  wide  area  because  of  the  open  nature  of  the  country.  A 
problem  this  causes  is,  “Does  the  level  now  recorded  become  the 
general  level  for  the  future?” 
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FACTORY  ACT  1961 

45  visits  were  made  to  premises  registered  as  factories  in  this 
district. 

PART  1 OF  THE  ACT 

(1)  Inspections  for  purposes  as  to  health  made  by  Public 
Health  Inspector. 

Number  Number  of 

on  written  Occupiers 

Register  Inspections  Notices  Prosecuted 


(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 

3,  4 and  6 are  enforced  by  Local 

Authority  1 6 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  Local 

Authority  36  29 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers  premises)  ....  5 10 

Total  42  45 


(2)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Number  of 
Referred  cases  in 

to  H.M.  by  H.M.  which 

Particulars  Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector  prosecu- 

tions were 
instituted. 


Want  of  Cleanliness  — — 

Overcrowding  — — 

Unreasonable  temperature  — — 

Inadequate  ventiliation  — — 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  — — 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient  — — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  1 1 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  — — 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  outwork)  — — 

Total  1 1 


Outworkers  (Sections  133  and  134) 

There  are  no  persons  registered  as  outworkers  in  the  district. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Visits  in  the  case  of  notified  infectious  disease,  including  food 
poisoning  cases,  were  much  fewer  than,  in  previous  years.  How- 
ever, this  was  counterbalanced  by  the  number  of  visits  made  to 
advise  people,  who  had  arrived  from  areas  where  cholera  was 
prevalent,  as  to  the  precautions  they  should  take. 

DISINFESTATION  OF  HOUSES 

137  requests  for  assistance  in  freeing  premises  infested  with 
vermin  were  received.  Most  of  the  complaints  were  due  to  cock- 
roaches, and  spraying  and  dusting  with  insecticides  were  found 
effective  in  all  these  cases,  but  some  were  for  infestations  of 
clover  mites  and  wasps. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

A total  of  154  visits  were  made  and  no  very  serious  breaches 
of  the  Act  were  discovered.  A total  of  132  premises  are  registered; 
480  persons  are  employed  by  them.  8 Defects  were  found  under 
the  Act  and  8 were  remedied. 

A summary  below  shows  the  type  of  defects  found: — 

Defects 

Found  RemiCdied 

4 —  Cleanliness  2 2 

5 —  Overcrowding  — — 

6 —  Temperature  — — 

7 —  Ventilation  — — 

8 —  Lighting  — — 

9 —  Sanitary  Accommodation 

Defective  2 2 

Section  10 — Washing  Facilities 
Insufficient 

Section  11 — Water  Supply 
Section  12 — Clothing  Accommodation 
Section  13 — Chairs — Shops 
Chair — Offices 
Section  15 — Meal  Facilities 
Section  16 — Floors,  passages  and  stairs 
Section  17 — Fencing  of  Machinery 
Section  24 — First  Aid  Kit 
Section  50 — Abstract 
No  Registration  Form 


8 8 


The  tables  below  are  in  the  form  laid  down  in  the  Annual 
Reports  Order,  1964,  as  follows: — 


TABLE  A— REGISTRATION  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTION 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 

Total  Number 
of  registered 
premises 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving 

Offices 

during  the 
year 

20 

a general 
inspection 

7 

Retail  Shops 

— 

92 

21 

Wholesale  Shops,  warehouses 

— 

1 

— ■ 

Catering  establishments, 
the  public,  canteens 

open  to 



19 

3 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

1 

— 

Totals 

133 

25 

Section 

Section 

Section 

Section 

Section 

Section 
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TABLE  B— NUMBER  OF  VISETS  OF  ALL  KINDS  BY 
INSPECTORS  TO  REGISTERED  PREMISES 

154 


TABLE  C— ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN 
REGISTERED  PREMISES  BY  WORKPLACE 


(1) 

(2) 

Class  of  Workplace  Number  of  Persons 

employed 

Offices 

65 

Retail  Shops 

255 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

2 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public 

142 

Canteens 

13 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

TOTAL 

480 

Total  Males 

113 

Total  Females 

367 

The  remainder  of  the  tables  D.  and  E.  dealing  with  applications 
for  exemption  are  nil,  and  two  inspectors  are  appointed  to 
administer  the  Act. 

REPORTED  ACCIDENTS 

Total  No.  Action  Recommended 


Number  investi- 

Prosec- 

Formal 

Informal 

No 

reported 

gated 

ution 

Warning 

Advice 

Action 

Offices  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Retail  Shops  2 

Wholesale  Shops, 

2 

— 

— 

warehouses  — 

Catering  Estab- 
lishments open  to 

Public,  Canteens  2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fuel  storage  depots  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  5 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ANALYSIS 

OF  REPORTED  ACCIDENTS 

Catering 
Establish- 
ments 
open  to 

Retail  Ware-  public 

Fuel 

Storage 

Offices 

Shops 

houses 

Canteens 

Depots 

Machinery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Transport 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Falls  of  persons 

Stepping  or  striking  against 

1 

1 

against  object  or  person 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Handling  goods 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Struck  by  falling  object 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fires  and  explosions 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Electricity 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Use  of  hand  tools 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Not  otherwise  stated 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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SECTION  E 


HOUSING 

During  1971  forty-five  Council  dwellings  were  completed,  some 
of  these  being  aged  persons’  homes  at  Whitburn. 

There  were  two  schemes  in  course  of  development  at  the  year’s 
end;  one  consisting  of  40  houses  at  Whitburn,  and  the  first  phase 
of  Boldon  Colliery  Redevelopment — a matter  of  44  houses. 

SLUM  CLEARANCE 

A number  of  houses  were  demolished  by  the  National  Coal 
Board  at  Boldon  Colliery,  and  one  clearance  order  involving  9 
houses  was  confirmed.  These  houses  were  dealt  with  as  individual 
unfit  properties. 


HOUSING  IMPROVEMENT 

Since  the  announcement  in  June  of  increased  grants,  the 
number  of  aipplications  from  owner/occupiers  has  increased  very 
considerably.  Very  few  applications  have  been  received  for  the 
improvement  of  tenanted  houses,  and  in  these  cases  the  owner, 
generally,  lives  in  one  of  them. 

REPAIR  OF  HOUSES 

Tenanted  houses  are  still  a problem  in  the  matter  of  proper 
maintenance.  Jobbing  builders  are  nearly  all  engaged  in  im.- 
provemient  grant  work  and  the  remainder  can  charge  exorbitant 
prices  for  very  inferior  work.  Owners,  therefore,  are  not  keeping 
their  properties  in  any  better  condition  than  before. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

During  1971,  18  discretionary  grants  and  89  standard  grants 
were  approved  by  the  Council.  This  brings  the  total  approved 
since  1959  to  372  discretionary  and  241  standard,  whilst  by  the 
end  of  the  year  127  standard  grants  and  360  ordinary  grants  had 
been  paid. 


QUALIFICATION  CERTIFICATES 

In  1971,  32  requests  for  qualification  certificates  were  received 
from  landlords.  Two  were  refused  and  one  provisional  certificate 
was  agreed  to. 

Some  landlords  are  not  examining  their  properties  before 
making  application  which  results  in  Council  Officials  being  com- 
pelled to  make  detailed  inspections  of  the  houses  at  public 
expense  in  order  to  ensure  that  they  are  in  good  repair. 
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STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 


Public  Health  Acts 

Number  of  houses  inspected  105 

Number  of  visits  made  164 

Under  Housing  Acts 

Number  of  houses  inspected  144 

Number  of  visits  made  174 

Cases  of  overcrowding  investigated  — 

Number  of  new  houses  built  and  occupied  during 

the  year  295 

Total  number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with 
the  above  338 

Total 

since 

1954 

Number  of  houses  demolished  or  closed  32  413 

Number  of  persons  displaced  3 982 

Number  families  rehoused  1 292 

Number  of  houses  rejpaired  under  the  Public  Health 
Act  after  formal  notices  by  Local  Authority  10 

Number  of  houses  repaired  under  the  Housing  Act 
after  formal  notices  by  the  Local  Authority  Nil 

Number  of  houses  repaired  as  a result  of  informal 
action  24 

Houses  at  which  other  matters  were  remedied  under 
the  Public  Health  Act  2 

Total  number  of  defects  remedied  85 

Total  number  of  dwellings  on  Rate  Book  at  year  end  8,396 

Boldon  Urban  District  Council  houses  3,078 

Durham  County  Council  houses  26 

Agricultural  houses  84 

Private  Houses  5,439 


CARAVAN  SITES 

There  are  three  sites  in  the  district  which  are  licensed  for  use 
durnig  the  summer  months  for  holiday  purposes.  The  largest 
has  about  65  caravans,  the  next  about  14  and  the  third  3.  They 
are  all  on  farm  lands  and  the  farmers  are  responsible  for  the 
provision  of  water  supply,  water  closets  and  arrangements  for 
the  deposit  and  collection  of  refuse. 
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SECTION  F 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955 

268  visits  were  made  to  the  109  premises  in  the  district  in 
which  food  is  prepared,  stored  or  sold.  The  standard  of  most  of 
these  premises  is  good.  They  are  roughly  classified  as  follows, 
but  certain  businesses  deal  in  one  or  more  main  lines. 


Confectioners 

...  15 

Fresh  Fish  

..  5 

Butchers  

...  9 

Fish  Fryers  ; 

• . G 

Cafe  

...  1 

Grocers  

...  23 

Canteens  

...  3 

Greengrocers  

...  7 

Chemists  

...  6 

Licensed  Clubs 

...  10 

Public  Houses  

...  13 

Off  Licences  

...  11 

UNFIT  FOODS 

Six  complaints  about  food  were  received  but  only  two  of  them 
had  any  degree  of  justification.  It  is,  however,  a good  sign  that 
the  public  are  becoming  more  quality  conscious  and  the  investi- 
gation of  comi’plaints  is  by  no  means  a waste  of  tim.e. 

One  of  the  two  justified  complaints  was  of  a tin  of  tomatoes 
in  which  a dead  grub  was  found.  It  is  very  likely  that  the  egg 
was  in  the  fruit  at  the  time  of  canning,  and  this  case  was  referred 
to  the  importers  and  through  them  to  the  packers  in  Spain. 

The  other  case  was  a complaint  of  mould  in  bread.  This  was 
discussed  with  the  manufacturer  who  admitted  the  article  to  be 
fresh  and  was  at  a loss  to  account  for  the  mould.  The  complainant 
refused  to  agree  to  court  proceedings  but,  as  a result,  the  bakery 
hygiene  was  carefully  revised  and  checked. 

MILK  SAMPLES 


Durham  County  Council  take  samples  of  milk  in  this  district 
and  during  the  year  the  following  results  were  obtained  : — 


Un- 

Past 

Ster. 

M.B. 

Phos. 

Turb. 

Biol. 

Anti- 

treated 

Passed 

Failed 

bio 

16 

94 

11 

98 

14 

91 

10 

4 

24 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  district  used  for  the  slaughter  of 
livestock  and  it  has,  therefore,  been  necessary  to  inspect  only 
small  quantities  of  meat  in  retail  shops  on  routine  visits  and 
sometimes  at  the  request  of  a butcher.  It  was  not  necessary  to 
condemn  any  meat  as  unfit. 
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OTHER  FOODS 


No  difficulty  is  encountered  in  securing  the  surrender  and 
destruction  of  foodstuffs  which  are  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
Most  of  the  tradesmen  seek  advice  on  any  food  which  is  doubtful, 
and  willingly  surrender  any  which  is  unfit.  All  the  businesses 
are  retail  and  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  examane  any  very 
large  stocks  of  food.  The  following  foodstuffs  were  surrendered 
and  destroyed  : — 

235  lbs.  tinned  meats,  etc. 

49  lbs.  frozen  foods. 

ADULTERATION  OF  FOOD 

Durham  County  Council  are  the  responsible  Authority  for  the 
administration  of  the  sections  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  which 
deal  with  adulteration  and  abstraction  of  substances  from  food. 

The  Weights  and  Measures  Department  carry  out  the  duties  of 
Sampling  Officers,  and  during  the  year  1971,  94  were  taken,  of 
which  24  were  malk.  All  were  found  to  be  genuine. 

PETROLEUM  ACT  1928 

There  are  26  premises  in  the  district  licensed  for  the  storage 
of  petroleum  spirit,  and  each  year  these  are  inspected  by  a 
member  of  Durham  County  Council  Fire  Prevention  Department 
to  ensure  that  all  possible  precautions  are  taken  in  the  interests 
of  safety. 

Inspections  are  also  made  by  Health  Department  staff  when 
visiting  the  premises  for  factory  inspections,  etc. 

SHOPS  ACT  1928 

The  following  table  shows  the  position  with  regard  to  the 


statutory  notices  which  should  be  displayed. 

No.  of  shops  in  the  district  131 

Nos.  displaying  notice  of  half  holiday  115 

Nos.  not  displaying  notice  of  half  holiday  7 

Nos.  disjplaying  notice  of  Sunday  trading  17 

Nos.  not  displaying  notice  of  Sunday  trading  7 

Nos.  displaying  notice  of  assistants’  half  holiday 50 

Nos.  not  displaying  notice  of  assistants’  half  holiday  24 


Nos.  displaying  notice  of  Sunday  employment  and  holidays  8 
Nos.  not  displaying  notice  of  Sunday  employment  & holidays  10 
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